
 

 

LEHIGH COUNTY AUTHORITY 
  December 15, 2014 

BOARD MEETING AGENDA 
1. Call to Order 

2. Review of Agenda  

 Public Participation Sign-In Request 

3. Executive Sessions 

4. Approval of Minutes 

 November 10, 2014 Regular Meeting Minutes 

5. Public Comments  

6. Action / Discussion Items 

FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION 

 2015 Budget 
 Water/Wastewater Rate Updates 
 LCA Laboratory Water and Wastewater Analysis Services Contract 

 
WATER 

 None 

WASTEWATER 

 Wynnewood Terrace Pump Station and Force Main Replacement 
 537 Plan Study 

 
7. System Operations Overview 

8. Staff Comments 

9. Solicitor's Comments 

10. Other Comments 

11. Adjournment 

JANUARY MEETINGS 
 

       Workshop Meeting  January 12 – 12:00 p.m. 
       Board Meeting  January 26 – 12:00 p.m. 

 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION POLICY 

In accordance with Authority policy, members of the public shall record their name, address, and discussion item on the sign-in sheet at 
the start of each meeting; this information shall also be stated when addressing the meeting.  Members of the public will be allowed 5 

minutes to make comments/ask questions regarding non-agenda items, but time may be extended at the discretion of the Chair; 
comments/questions regarding agenda items may be addressed after the presentation of the agenda item.  Members of the public may not 

request that specific items or language be included in the meeting minutes. 



WORKSHOP MEETING MINUTES 
November 10, 2014 

 
 
The Workshop Meeting of the Lehigh County Authority was called to order at 12:22 p.m., on Monday, 
November 10, 2014, Chairman Asa Hughes presiding.  Other Members present at the commencement of 
the meeting were: Brian Nagle, Tom Muller, Richard Bohner, Norma Cusick, and Scott Bieber. Authority 
Staff present were Aurel Arndt, Liesel Adam, Bradford Landon, Ed Bielarski, Frank Leist, Dan Standish, Pat 
Mandes, John Parsons, and Lisa Miller.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Barbara Haver-Mentzer was present to discuss and ask for relief of an ongoing bill dispute regarding her 
property at 40 S. Howard St., Allentown. The disputed amount reflects the excess water charges generated 
as a result of a water leak. The water leak was discovered when the bill for the period of 11/21/13 to 3/3/14 
was opened in April 2014. When Ms. Haver-Mentzer and her plumber, Mr. Bradley, arrived at the property, 
they observed that the leak was due to a large nut on the meter connection and the set bolt to hold it in 
place were both loose. Once the bolt was tightened, the leak was stopped. An LCA technician was called 
and visited the property. The LCA technician reported that the meter was in an exterior coal bin with no 
insulation to protect the meter from freezing. It was also reported that there were no drains or other 
connections to the sewer system in the vicinity, so the water did not leak into the sewer system. Ms. Haver-
Mentzer stated that a new water meter was installed by a City subcontractor on July 23, 2013. The customer 
experienced no leakage or other issues with the meter for at least six months after the installation. LCA has 
provided credits for the sewer flow charges for leaked water that did not enter the sewer system, including 
waivers of late payment charges. Pictures of the leak and the meter were shown to the Board. Ms. Adam 
explained the process of reading meters and how the high-usage bills are reviewed by LCA staff.  
 
Some discussion followed regarding the Lease Agreement protocol for this type of situation. Mr. Arndt said 
that there is clear language in the Concession Agreement that all events and circumstances prior to August 
8, 2013 are the City’s responsibility and those after that date are LCA’s responsibility. Also, it was 
considered an uncompleted work issue for which the City retained responsibility. 
  
Ms. Haver-Mentzer said that they have been in contact with Mr. Lightner, Risk Manager for the City, and he 
is looking into it but advised them to seek an appeal thru the LCA Board. Mr. Hughes expressed his opinion 
that the Board can control the accruing penalties but Ms. Haver-Mentzer should continue to work with the 
City on resolution to the investigation on the leaking meter installation.  
 
The Chairman called for an Executive Session at 1:05 PM. to discuss potential litigation, at which time the 
Mentzers and Mr. Bradley left the meeting. The Executive Session ended at 1:22 PM. 
 
ACTION AND DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
Drug & Alcohol Policy 
 
Ms. Adam presented the Drug & Alcohol Policy to the Board for review and approval. There was some 
discussion regarding the wording under the Policy.  
 
On motion made by Mr. Muller, seconded by Mr. Nagle, the Board unanimously approved the Drug & 
Alcohol Policy with minor language amendments as presented during discussion (7-0). 
 
2014 Audit and Zelenkofske Axelrod extension 
 
Mr. Bielarski referred to the extension letter from the Authority’s auditor, Zelenkofske Axelrod, LLC. He 
recommends approving the extension because of the smooth nature that Zelenkofske Axelrod has brought 
to the transition of the audit when including the Allentown Concession and their familiarity with the current 
financial state of the Authority. He does, however, recommend putting a full bid out next year for audit 
services. 
 
On a motion made by Mr. Bohner, seconded by Ms. Cusick, the Board unanimously approved the extension 
for Zelenofske Axelrod LLC (7-0). 



Workshop Meeting Minutes - 2 - November 10, 2014 
 
 
Budget Assumptions 
 
Mr. Bielarski presented the 2015 Budget Assumptions that included projections thru 2017. He briefly 
explained estimates for the following categories: Staffing, Employee Benefits, Overall Operational Costs, 
and Internal Services. Some discussion followed.  
 
Mr. Hughes announced that LCA received Certificates of Recognition from the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania House of Representatives, State Senate, and the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission for 
receiving the 2014 Lehigh Valley Planning Commission Award as a Multi-Municipal Cooperation Honoree for 
the Allentown Concession project. 
 
Mr. Hughes turned the meeting over to Vice Chairman Muller and left the meeting at 1:55 PM. 
 
City Signatory Flow Meter Evaluation 
 
Ms. Mandes presented the Professional Services Authorization for Consulting Services by Arcadis in the 
amount of $33,000.00, for the Board’s consideration and approval. Some discussion followed. 
 
On motion made by Mr. Bohner, seconded by Ms. Cusick, the Board unanimously approved the 
Professional Service Authorization in the amount of $33,000.00 (6-0). 
 
Allentown Division – Manhole Collars with Water Tight Frame and Covers 
 
Mr. Leist gave an overview of the project to the Board. The project is to address part of the work necessary 
for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Administrative Order and will be funded by the City. 
Three bids were received and Joao & Bradley was the low bidder at $99,050. There are no issues with this 
bidder. Mr. Leist said he recommends the Board approve the Capital Project Authorization Amendment No. 
1 – Construction Phase for $146,254, the Professional Services Authorization Amendment No. 1 – 
Construction Phase for $18,056 and the Contract Award for $99,050. 
 
On a motion made by Mr. Lyons, seconded by Mr. Bohner, the Board unanimously approved the Capital 
Project Authorization, the Professional Services Authorization and the Award of the Contract (6-0). 
 
The Vice Chairman called another Executive Session at 2:07 PM to discuss potential litigation.  
 
The Executive Session ended at 2:23 PM at which time the Staff left the meeting and the Executive Session 
continued to discuss personnel matters. The Executive Session ended at 2:38 PM. 
 
SYSTEM OPERATIONS OVERVIEW 
None. 
 
STAFF COMMENTS 
None. 
 
SOLICITOR’S COMMENTS 
None. 
 
OTHER COMMENTS 
None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, the Chairman adjourned the meeting at 2:38 p.m. 
 
              
 Richard H. Bohner, Secretary 
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LEHIGH COUNTY AUTHORITY 
SCHEDULE OF WATER RATES AND CHARGES (cont’d) 
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II. Meter Test Fee 

 (adopted 6/16/98; effective 6/16/98) 
 

Meter Size Fee 
5/8”, 3/4”, 1” $15.00 

Larger than 1” Actual Cost 
 

III.   Meter Inspection Fee         
 (adopted 5/11/99; effective 5/11/99)        $40.00 

 
IV. Service Order / Site Visit Fees 

 (adopted 12/07/11; effective 01/01/12) 
 

 Business Hours – 7:00 a.m. and 4:45 p.m.,   
 Monday through Friday (except holidays) $40.00 
 
 After Hours $120.00 

 
   Service Termination & Restoration Charge     NEW 
 
V. Site Revisitation Charge 

(adopted 12/16/02; effective 3/1/03)      $80.00 
 

VI. Lien Administration Fee  
(adopted 12/13/04; effective 01/1/05) 
 

$56.50 + Current Lehigh County Clerk of Court’s Filing Fee 
 
VII. Hydrant Security Device Fee 

Central Lehigh Division $115.00        
(adopted 06/27/05; effective 07/1/05) 

 
VIII. Fire Flow Test Charge 
   (adopted 12/07/11; effective 01/01/12)       $180.00 
 
IX. Use of Easement Preparation Fee 
   (adopted 12/07/11; effective 01/01/12)       $90.00 
 
X. Backflow Prevention Non-compliance Charge 
   (adopted 12/07/11; effective 01/01/12)       $50.00

New Fee: $50 
or Actual Cost 
if >$50 

New Fee: $50  

New Fee: $50  

New Fee: $150  

New Fee: $100  

New Fee: $100  
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LEHIGH COUNTY AUTHORITY 
SCHEDULE OF WATER RATES AND CHARGES (cont’d) 
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Customer Facilities Fee (adopted 3/12/12; effective 3/12/12) 
 

This fee includes the supply and installation of a water meter and a backflow protection 
device for residential facilities (meter component).  The fee can also include, at the 
customer’s option and based on actual cost, installation of a service line from the property 
line to the customer’s facility by the Authority. 
 
All service lines must have an approved backflow protection device installed.  The Authority 
will furnish a DC (dual check) device for residential facilities. 
 
 

Meter Size 
Meter Fee - 

With DC Backflow
Meter Fee - 

With No Backflow 
5/8” $                       362  $                        322  

5/8” Pit $                       388  $                        348  
3/4” $                       395  $                        355  

3/4” Pit $                       408  $                        368  
1”  $                        397  

1” Pit  $                        410  
1 1/2” Displacement  $                        690  

1 1/2” Turbine  $                        942  
1 1/2” Compound  $                     1,274  
2” Displacement  $                        878  

2” Turbine  $                     1,076  
2” Compound  $                     1,435  

 
 
 

Meter Size 
NEW Meter Fee - 

With DC Backflow 
NEW Meter Fee - 
With No Backflow 

5/8”  $                       357  $                        320  
5/8” Pit  $                       383  $                        346  

3/4”  $                       363  $                        326  
3/4” Pit  $                       389  $                        352  

1”    $                        386  
1” Pit    $                        412  

1 1/2” Displacement *    $                        651  
1 1/2” Turbine *    $                        913  

1 1/2” Compound *    $                     1,261  
2” Displacement *    $                        844  

2” Turbine *    $                     1,042  
2” Compound *    $                     1,401  

 
* LCA will install all meters 1" or smaller. Larger meters may be purchased from LCA at the prices listed 
above, which includes a $50 inspection fee. If LCA installation of a larger meter is requested, the 
customer will pay actual costs, on a time and materials basis. 
 
 

Notes: (cont’d) 
 
Backflow protection devices for commercial/industrial facilities shall be approved by the 
Authority, and supplied, installed and tested by the applicant.  Meters larger than 2” shall be 
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CITY OF ALLENTOWN 
 

Adopted & Effective 7/22/2013 
 
NOTE: Unless expressed specifically in this Schedule of Rates and Charges, customers of the 
City of Allentown water system are subject to any and all additional charges, fees, penalties and 
policies stated in Lehigh County Authority’s Rules & Regulations for Water Service and its 
Schedule of Water Rates and Charges duly adopted for its non-City systems.  
 
 
 A. Metered Water Use 
 

Fixed Charges 
Meter Size Monthly Fixed 

Charge** 
Quarterly Fixed 

Charge* 
5/8" * $   17.21 $   25.21 
3/4" * $   19.09 $   30.91 
1" * $   22.95 $   42.29 
1 1/2" $   32.45 $   71.12 
2" $   43.83 $ 105.63 
3" $   74.10 $ 197.76 
4" $ 108.33 $ 301.30 
6" $ 203.11 $ 589.09 
8" $ 316.98 $ 934.19 

        
*Typical residential meter sizes (5/8”, 3/4" and 1”) are billed Quarterly. 
** Larger meters sized 1 1/2" and larger are billed Monthly. 
 
 

Volume Rate per 1,000 
Gallons 

All Volume             $  3.10125 
 
 
 B. Capital Cost Recovery Charge       To be determined. 
 
 
 C. Private Fire Protection 
 

Each Hydrant $310 per year 
(may be billed monthly or 
quarterly) 

 
 
 D. Service Termination & Restoration Charge   $100.00 
 
 
 E. Tapping Fees            
     
    Part 1 $810.00 per Equivalent Dwelling Unit 
    Part 2 To be determined based on Capital Recovery Fee calculation 
 
 

DELETE 
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F.  Customer Facilities Fees (adopted & effective 9/23/13) 
 

Fees includes the supply and installation of a water meter and associated components. 
 

Meter Size With LCA Installation*  Without LCA Installation* 

5/8" $270.59    
3/4" $293.45    
1" $323.17    

1 1/2" $532.24    
2" $662.95    

3" Compound    $1,220.19 
3" Turbine    $1,187.43 

4" Compound    $1,487.20 
4" Turbine    $1,504.63 

6" Compound    $2,615.00 
6" Turbine    $2,650.80 

8" Compound    $7,057.25 
8" Turbine    $6,567.95 

* LCA will install all meters 2" or smaller. Larger meters may be purchased from 
LCA at the prices listed above, which includes a $40 inspection fee. If LCA 
installation of a larger meter is requested, the customer will pay actual costs, on a 
time and materials basis. 

 
 

Meter Size 
NEW Meter Fee ‐ 

With LCA Installation* 
NEW Meter Fee ‐ 

Without LCA Installation* 

5/8" $258    
3/4" $280    
1" $308    

1 1/2" $463    
2" $562    

3" Compound    $1,318 
3" Turbine    $1,317 

4" Compound    $1,594 
4" Turbine    $1,594 

6" Compound    $2,764 
6" Turbine    $2,764 

8" Compound    $7,404 
8" Turbine    $7,404 

 
 

Other Components  Price  NEW FEES 

5/8" Meter Horn  $36.50  $49.00 

3/4" Meter Horn  $56.00  $59.00 

Curb Box   $62.24  $53.33 
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LEHIGH COUNTY AUTHORITY 
SCHEDULE OF WATER RATES AND CHARGES (cont’d) 
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G.  Connection Fee (adopted & effective 9/23/13) 
 

Actual cost of connecting to the Authority water line, completed by Authority personnel. 
Additional fees may apply for service line inspection, plan review, construction permits 
and/or capital recovery charges. Please contact the Authority’s Capital Works department 
for more information.  
 

Tap Size  Charge 

1"  $237.02 

1 1/2"  $394.82 

2"  $509.98 

4" x 4"  $1,696.33 

6" x 4"  $1,666.33 

6" x 6"  $1,827.33 

8" x 4"  $1,681.33 

8" x 6"  $1,837.33 

8" x 8"  $2,294.33 

12" x 4"  $1,816.33 

12" x 6"  $2,002.33 

12" x 8"  $2,379.33 

12" x 12"  $3,759.33 
 

 

Tap Size  NEW Charge 

3/4"  $248 

1"  $270 

1 1/2"  $429 

2"  $564 

4" x 4"  $1,622 

6" x 4"  $1,655 

6" x 6"  $1,832 

8" x 4"  $1,651 

8" x 6"  $1,832 

8" x 8"  $2,322 

12" x 4"  $1,776 

12" x 6"  $1,964 

12" x 8"  $2,459 

12" x 12"  $3,897 
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II. Metering Fees 

 
A. Meter Purchase/Installation Fee 
         (adopted 3/12/12; effective 3/12/12) 
 

 
Meter Size 

Purchase 
Only * 

 
Purchase & Installation * 

5/8” $   108                        $   213 
5/8” Pit 128                             233 

3/4” 141                             246 
3/4” Pit 148                             253 

1” 183                             288 
1” Pit 190                             295 
1-1/2” 476                             581 

1-1/2” Pit 728                             833 
2” Displacement 1,060                          1,165 

2”  Displacement Pit 664                             769 
2” Turbine 862                             967 

2” Compound 1,221                          1,326 
   

* Prices include ECR meter with touchpad and installation wire. LCA reserves the right to include   
 additional equipment, such as a radio unit for more efficient metering operations. Pricing to be   
 adjusted at the time of application to include any additional requirements or labor costs. 

 
 

 
Meter Size 

 
Purchase & Inspection * 

5/8”  $  277  
5/8” Pit  303  

3/4”  283  
3/4” Pit  309  

1”  343  
1” Pit  369  
1-1/2”  651  

1-1/2” Pit  913  
2” Displacement  1,261  

2”  Displacement Pit  844  
2” Turbine  1,042  

2” Compound  1,401  
 
* Prices include ECR meter with touchpad, radio read unit and installation wire, plus $50 
inspection fee. Plumber shall install all components and call for meter inspection by LCA 
personnel. 
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G. Exceptional Strength Charges  
(adopted 12/10/12; effective 01/01/13) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
  

 (Commercial & Industrial) $/pound NEW FEE 
     BOD 0.33 0.22 
     TSS 0.30 0.20 
     TKN 0.53 0.29 
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WESTERN LEHIGH INTERCEPTOR SYSTEM 
 

I. Schedule of Wastewater Rates 
(adopted 7/22/13; effective 8/1/13) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
II. Tapping Fee 

(adopted 7/14/14; effective 7/1/14) 
 

System Tapping Fee 
$/gal/day 

Tapping Fee 
$/EDU 

Treatment Allocation 5.51 1,229.00 
Western Lehigh Interceptor 2.65 591.00 

 

 
LITTLE LEHIGH RELIEF INTERCEPTOR SYSTEM 

 
I. Schedule of Wastewater Rates 

(adopted 12/10/12; effective 01/01/13) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
II. Tapping Fee 

(adopted 7/14/14; effective 7/1/14) 
 

System Tapping Fee 
$/gal/day 

Tapping Fee 
$/EDU 

Little Lehigh Relief Interceptor 0.94 210.00 
 

 
 
 
 

LCA Signatories Rate ($) NEW RATE 
Flow (per 1,000 gallons) 1.03 1.26 
BOD (per pound) 0.33 0.22 
TSS (per pound) 0.30 0.20 
TKN (per pound) 0.53 0.29 
Allocation (per 1,000 gallons per day) 0.25 0.21 

Emmaus   
Flow (per 1,000 gallons) 0.38 0.74 

LCA Signatories  Rate ($) NEW RATE 
Phase 1 Flow (per 1,000 gallons) 0.17 0.12 

Other Users – Lower Macungie Phase 2 & Brookside Road, 
                           Salisbury, and So. Whitehall Townships

  

Phase 1 Flow (per 1,000 gallons) 0.12 0.09 
LCA Signatories – Phase 2 Flow (per 1,000 gallons) 
 

0.03 0.03 
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